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Abstract. The article reveals the author’s program of the course “Gifted and talented education: global context” for postgraduate 

students (PhD) of the pedagogical universities (specialties 01 Education: 011 Educational sciences, 014 Secondary education, 015 

Professional education, 016 Special education, 017 Physical culture and sport; 03 Humanities: 035 Philology; 09 Biology: 091 Biol-

ogy) developed and implemented in Sumy state pedagogical university named after A. S. Makarenko on the basis of studies of the 

foreign experience (in particular US, UK and Canadian) of providing educational services for GT (gifted and talented) teachers.  
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Introduction. Importance of special training of GT (gift-

ed and talented) teachers is recognized all over the world. 

Among the countries where special training is organized 

at different levels of higher education are the USA, Cana-

da and the UK. The universities of these countries offer 

different bachelor, master and PhD programs or separate 

courses for GT teachers. In Ukraine, unfortunately, teach-

ers don’t receive special training for work with gifted and 

talented schoolchildren. Nevertheless, the problem of 

proper pedagogical support of this category of students is 

very acute. In this context it seems expedient to imple-

ment foreign experience of GT teachers training at higher 

education institutions. 

A brief review of publications on the subject. The 

professional-pedagogical dimension of research on GT 

education is represented by studies of Ukrainian scientists 

on the problems of pedagogical education and profession-

al development of teachers who work or will work with 

gifted children and youth in Ukraine and abroad (O. An-

tonova, O. Bocharova, S. Vitvytska, T. Koshmanova, N. 

Mukan, M. Nahach, H. Nikolai, V. Pohrebniak, N. 

Polikhun, A. Sbruieva, I. Kholod and others. At the same 

time, special attention to the problems of GT programs 

implementation at HEI hasn’t been paid yet. 

The goal of the article is to introduce the author’s pro-

gram of the course “Gifted and talented education: global 

context” for postgraduate students (PhD) of the pedagogi-

cal universities, developed on the basis of the study of 

experience of provision of the educational programs for 

GT teachers at the US, UK and Canadian universities. 

Materials and methods. In the article such methods 

were used: comparative analysis – aimed at defining 

common features and differences in the implementation 

of GT teachers training programs at British, American 

and Canadian universities; scientific extrapolation – for 

finding the ways of using foreign experience in Ukrainian 

higher education institutions and developing the program 

for Ukrainian GT teachers. 

Results and discussion. In the USA, Canada and the 

UK there are different requirements for GT teacher’s 

qualifications and training. For example, in the USA each 

state and in Canada each province establishes require-

ments for such qualification. The most general require-

ment is to obtain a bachelor’s degree in a specific special-

ty, or in primary or secondary education. After that the 

applicant must obtain a master’s degree in education of 

the gifted and talented. Future teachers in the process of 

training to work with this category of students learn to 

identify the gifted and talented through interviewing stu-

dents and parents and the evaluation of educational 

achievements. Future teachers of the gifted and talented 

should get the skills of planning and implementation of 

appropriate curriculum, the ability to test, evaluate, and 

distribute students according to their level of academic 

performance [3]. In the UK the teachers who work with 

gifted students as a rule get their training in the frames of 

special education programmes, where gifted are consid-

ered one of the category with special educational needs. 

In the American universities, for example, there is a 

number of programs of professional training of future 

teachers to work with gifted and talented students (pri-

marily at the graduate level), including “Special Educa-

tion: Gifted Education”, “Instruction: Gifted and Talent-

ed”, “Curriculum & Instruction Gifted, Creative and Tal-

ented”, “Gifted Education” and others. Considering the 

fact that overall programs of master training of the future 

teachers to work with gifted and talented students are sim-

ilar, we’d like to analyze the details of one of such pro-

grams – “The Master of Education in Instruction: Gifted 

and Talented”, introduced in Wilmington University. 

This master’s program provides the candidates with 

theoretical knowledge and practical experience necessary 

to improve learning for gifted and talented students and 

ensuring their effectiveness as teachers and school leaders 

in education of the gifted and talented [4]. 

The University website 

(http://www.wilmu.edu/education/medingifted) contains 

information about this program that provides for the ac-

quisition of knowledge, abilities and skills in the frame-

work of competences outlined in the National Gifted Edu-

cation Standards, developed in 2008 by the National As-

sociation for Gifted Children, Council for Exceptional 

Children and the Association for the Gifted, namely: 

1. Learner Development and Individual Learning Dif-

ferences – Beginning gifted education professionals un-

derstand the variations in learning and development in 

cognitive and affective areas between and among individ-

uals with gifts and talents and apply this understanding to 

provide meaningful and challenging learning experiences 

for individuals with exceptionalities. 

2. Learning Environments – Beginning gifted educa-

tion professionals create safe, inclusive, and culturally 
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responsive learning environments so that individuals with 

gifts and talents become effective learners and develop 

social and emotional well-being. 

3. Curricular Content Knowledge – Beginning gifted 

education professionals use knowledge of general and 

specialized curricula to advance learning for individuals 

with gifts and talents. 

4. Assessment – Beginning gifted education profes-

sionals use multiple methods of assessment and data 

sources in making educational decisions about identifica-

tion of individuals with gifts and talents and student learn-

ing. 

5. Instructional Planning and Strategies – Beginning 

gifted education professionals select, adapt, and use a 

repertoire of evidence-based instructional strategies to 

advance the learning of individuals with gifts and talents. 

6. Professional Learning and Ethical Practice – Be-

ginning gifted education professionals use foundational 

knowledge of the field and professional ethical principles 

and programming standards to inform gifted education 

practice, to engage in lifelong learning, and to advance 

the profession. 

7. Collaboration – Beginning gifted education profes-

sionals collaborate with families, other educators, related-

service providers, individuals with gifts and talents, and 

personnel from community agencies in culturally respon-

sive ways to address the needs of individuals with gifts 

and talents across a range of learning experiences [4]. 

On the basis of study of the experience of the USA, 

Canada and the UK on the provision of educational ser-

vices for GT teachers at the higher education institutions, 

highlighted by the author in a number of studies [1; 2], we 

have developed a course “Gifted and talented education: 

global context” for postgraduate students (PhD) of the 

pedagogical universities (specialties 01 Education: 011 

Educational sciences, 014 Secondary education, 015 Pro-

fessional education, 016 Special education, 017 Physical 

culture and sport; 03 Humanities: 035 Philology; 09 Biol-

ogy: 091 Biology), which was implemented in Sumy state 

pedagogical university named after A. S. Makarenko. The 

course consists of 3 credits (90 hours). 

The purpose of the course is to form the comparative-

pedagogical competence of a researcher – highly qualified 

specialist who has a high level of readiness for profes-

sional activity in the field of science and education. 

The tasks of the course: 

1. Formation of a system of knowledge on the theoreti-

cal and methodological foundations of gifted and talented 

education, its factors and trends of development in the 

global and regional contexts. 

2. Formation of the system of skills in using modern 

methodology, methods and techniques of comparative-

pedagogical research in the process of preparation of the 

dissertation work, its approbation and further professional 

activity. 

3. Development of a system of skills for distinguishing 

the actual problems of GT education development; inter-

pretations of comparative-pedagogical studies, estimation 

of their application possibilities and possible risks of their 

introduction in the domestic educational space, clarifica-

tion and proper formulation of the prospects for further 

research in the field of gifted and talented education. 

As a result of studying the discipline, the postgraduate 

student must know: 

• theoretical and methodological foundations of GT 

education as branches of scientific knowledge; 

• factors (socio-political, socio-economic, scientific-

technological, cultural-historical) of development of gift-

ed and talented education in conditions of knowledge 

society; 

• trends of innovative development of gifted and tal-

ented education in the developed countries and in 

Ukraine; 

be able to: 

• conduct critical analysis and evaluation of modern 

scientific achievements in the field of GT education; 

• generate new ideas in solving research tasks, includ-

ing those in interdisciplinary areas; 

• search, process, analyze and contextualize a large 

amount of scientific information from different sources, 

interpret the results of comparative and pedagogical re-

search; 

• navigate in information and Internet sources on gifted 

and talented educational issues, work with library funds, 

and critically treat the information received; 

• have ICT culture, realize the values of subjective po-

sition in the information space; 

• use modern methods and technologies of scientific 

communication in Ukrainian and English; 

• design and implement an individual scientific trajec-

tory, apply the principles of scientific self-organization, 

own research style; 

• work in a scientific group, adhering to ethical norms 

of professional activity; 

• understand modern methodology and methods of sci-

entific-pedagogical research, in particular using the latest 

information and communication technologies; 

• analyze and compare phenomena and processes tak-

ing place in the education of gifted and talented students 

in different countries; 

• analyze, compare the theoretical views of researchers 

on the processes and phenomena taking place in GT edu-

cation in different countries and in the world as a whole; 

• analyze the consequences of development of the edu-

cational processes, the difference between educational 

phenomena that are universal, special and individual; 

• assess the impact of socio-political, socio-economic, 

scientific, technical, and cultural-historical factors on the 

development of gifted and talented education of different 

countries and the world as a whole; 

• express their own point of view in oral and written 

form in Ukrainian and English on trends in the develop-

ment of gifted and talented education that are observed in 

different regions of the world and Ukraine. 

The program of the discipline “Gifted and talented ed-

ucation: global context” includes three sections. 

Section I. Theoretical and methodological founda-

tions of GT education. 

Unit 1. Education of gifted and talented as a branch of 

scientific knowledge: modern conceptual approaches. 

Unit 2. Theoretical and methodological approaches to 

the study of the nature of giftedness. 

Unit 3. The essence and structure of giftedness. 

Section ІІ. Pedagogical support of gifted and talented 

children and youth at different stages of training. 
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Unit 4. Methods of identification of gifted and talented 

at different stages of training. 

Unit 5. Creation of an environment of gifted and tal-

ented support within the general and extracurricular edu-

cation institutions. 

Unit 6. Differentiation of learning of talented and tal-

ented students. 

Unit 7. Psychological-pedagogical support of gifted 

and talented children and youth. 

Section ІІІ. Modern trends of innovative development 

of GT education. 

Unit 8. Ensuring quality of GT education on the prin-

ciples of equality and justice. 

Unit 9. Trends of GT education technologization. 

Unit 10. Trends of higher GT education development. 

Unit 11. Educational policy of international organiza-

tions in the field of GT education. 

The structure of the course is presented in table 1. 
 

Table 1. The structure of the course “Gifted and talented education: global context” 
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Section I. Theoretical and methodological foundations of GT education 

Unit 1. Education of gifted and talented as a branch of 

scientific knowledge: modern conceptual approaches 
8 2 - - - 6       

Unit 2. Theoretical and methodological approaches to 

the study of the nature of giftedness 
7 1 2 - - 4       

Unit 3. The essence and structure of giftedness 7 1 2 - - 4       

Section ІІ. Pedagogical support of gifted and talented children and youth at different stages of training 

Unit 4. Methods of identification of gifted and talented 

at different stages of training 
7 1 2 - - 4       

Unit 5. Creation of an environment of gifted and talent-

ed support within the general and extracurricular educa-

tion institutions 

7 1 2 - - 4       

Unit 6. Differentiation of learning of talented and tal-

ented students 
7 1 2 - - 4       

Unit 7. Psychological-pedagogical support of gifted and 

talented children and youth 
6  2 - - 4       

Section ІІІ. Modern trends of innovative development of GT education 

Unit 8. Ensuring quality of GT education on the princi-

ples of equality and justice 
6 - 2 - - 4       

Unit 9. Trends of GT education technologization 6 - 2   4       

Unit 10. Trends of higher GT education development 6 - 2   4       

Unit 11. Educational policy of international organiza-

tions in the field of GT education 
7 1 2   4       

Independent work 16  2   14       

Total hours 90 8 22   60       
 

The course “Gifted and talented education: global con-

text” is optional. It is taught at 4 semester (2 year of train-

ing). It gives young Ukrainian researchers the opportunity 

to get acquainted with such sphere as GT education, 

deepen knowledge on the nature of giftedness and theoret-

ical-methodological and practical foundations of GT edu-

cation. 

Conclusions. We hope that proposed program will be 

implemented in other Ukrainian universities and it will 

become the beginning of the GT teachers’ education in 

our country, because in order not to leave behind our fu-

ture national elite – gifted and talented students – it is 

necessary to have enough knowledge on the nature and 

modern concepts of giftedness, methods and technologies 

of GT students’ identification, special educational ser-

vices provision, which can be gained in the process of 

special training. 
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ОT программы в образовании учителей в Украине: внедрение зарубежного опыта 

М. А. Бойченко  

Аннотация. В статье раскрывается авторская программа курса «Образование одарённых и талантливых: глобальный кон-

текст» для аспирантов педагогических вузов (специальностей 01 Образование: 011 Науки об образовании, 014 Среднее об-

разование, 015 Профессиональное образование, 016 Специальное образование, 017 Физическая культура и спорт; 03 Гума-

нитарные науки: 035 Филология; 09 Биология: 091 Биология), разработанная и внедренная в Сумском государственном пе-

дагогическом университете имени А. С. Макаренко на основе изучения зарубежного опыта (в частности, США, Великобри-

тании и Канады) предоставления образовательных услуг учителям ОT (одарённых и талантливых). 

Ключевые слова: образование одарённых и талантливых, учителя одарённых и талантливых, ОТ программы, зарубеж-

ный опыт ОТ образования, последипломное педагогическое образование в Украине. 
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