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Abstract. The research deals with the analysis of the content, structure and competence area of educational programs for students
acquiring an economic specialty in the system of high education in Ukraine. The author grounds the main structural features, compe-
tence-based content with the necessary knowledge and skills of foreign language usage. The three major competencies areas: inte-
gral, general and special, - are characterized. The conducted study demonstrates that competency-based educational programs stand-
ardize English language teaching in high educational institutions of technical and economic profile.
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Introduction. Foreign language competences are consid-
ered to be the main subject of change in the modern
knowledge-based society and without progressive chang-
es in the sphere of foreign languages teaching and learn-
ing it is impossible to transform society as a whole [12].
We know that Ukraine is on the way of entering the Eu-
ropean educational environment, so there is a demand for
significant transition and substantial renewal throughout
the whole system of its higher education, including the
economic one. In order to provide the Ukrainian society
with economists whose competencies would meet the
requirements of the modern labor market, it is important
to understand how professional training of economists
must renovate.

A brief overview of publications on the topic. The
definition of strategic directions for the development of
the foreign language competences of students in econom-
ic specialties is of concern to the entire world community
today. Recently there were appeared new studies of do-
mestic scientists, connected with modern changes in the
quality of education as a whole and the analysis of foreign
experience in the professional training of economists. The
article presents analytical materials of Ukrainian scien-
tists: Petko L.V., Dyachenko L.M., Kotun K.V., Petiuh
V.M., Bazyliuk B.H., Nicolaieva S.U., Honcharov V.I.,
Herasymenko O.0. and European scholars: Andreas
Schleicher, Daniela Glocker, Viktor Steiner, Lawrence
Reed, Ludwig von Mises, F.A. Hayek, Henry Hazlitt, and
Hans Sennholz, etc.

The purpose of research. The major objective of this
study is to investigate the structure and competence area
of educational programs for students of economic special-
ties in the system of high education in Ukraine in the con-
text of European education reforming in the early twenty-
first century.

Methods. Data for this study were collected using the
systematic, synergetic, culturological, axiological ap-
proaches to the analysis of pedagogical phenomena. Basic
information was gathered from multiple sources of Euro-
pean and Ukrainian environments at various time points
from 2000 till 2020.

The systematic search of the European documents was
conducted in three stages.

The first stage was “material collection”. This stage in-
cluded compellation of existing research data (in the In-
ternet base) according to the object of the conducted
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study. The second stage was “selection and inclusion”.
The information was selected for its inclusion into the
current study within the publication context, date limits,
publication languages — English and Ukrainian. The third
stage “synthesis completion” was conducted through both
writing up and live-discussions of the research results and
critical feedback from European and Ukrainian scholars.

Results and discussion. The purpose of teaching a
foreign language course in a non-linguistic (technical)
high educational institution is to develop the necessary
competences in the fields of professional and situational
communication in oral and written forms [1].

When we are speaking about the competence approach
we mean the creation of a single system of aims, content,
and technologies in the process of foreign language teach-
ing and learning from the point of view of the formation
of the basic professional competences [5]. So the compe-
tence approach in professional education makes it possi-
ble to outline the circle of important knowledge, abilities,
and skills for the particular profession (economic in our
research) and to give guidance for the educational pro-
gram content on their mastering, developing and using in
practical activities [7]. Moreover competence model of
professional economic education of Ukraine can lead out
Ukrainian specialists to the qualitatively new level, bring-
ing their qualifications and degrees in correspondence
with the European and world standards [9].

Our study demonstrates that in the European environ-
ment the term “competence” is an evaluative one. It de-
notes the ability of a specialist to use his or her
knowledge and skills in practical professional activities
[10]. Defining the European economic specialists' profes-
sional competences the most actual in new conditions of
regional integration and development of the European
knowledge-based community is the subject of an active
discussion among educational specialists. It was consid-
ered that any European economist, first of all, must have
deep subject knowledge in the sphere of specialization
and professional competences to use the knowledge and
skills efficiently [2].

Economists in European dimension work in a social
context demanding, on one hand, the national identity and
on the other transnational consciousness within the Euro-
pean community. So the “European dimension” became
the important component of life-long education content. It
should bring a balance between national and transnational
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values in the regional countries' educational policy. Judg-
ing from these facts we came to the conclusion that Euro-
pean economists (including Ukrainian) need foreign lan-
guage competency as the basic component of their profes-
sional competences. As it is noted in European documents
- European economists know more than one European
language. Language skills he acquires in the system if
life-long professional education. It would be very im-
portant for him to spend some period in a foreign envi-
ronment to communicate with authentic language speak-
ers [6, 11].

According to our analysis the main tasks of studying
the discipline "Foreign language™ for students of econom-
ic specialties in Ukrainian dimension are to acquire the
skills of practical knowledge of a foreign language in dif-
ferent types of speech activity in the scope of topics due
to professional needs; the use of oral monologue and dia-
logues in the context of domestic, socio-political and pro-
fessional subjects; translation texts in the professional
field from the foreign language into the native one [10].

The program is structured in a standardized for
Ukraine way, consisting of 10 basic parts, compared with
four major blocks of programs in basic European coun-
tries [4]. This division in the Ukrainian context may be
the following:

1) the purpose of the discipline;

2) the discipline description;

3) the results of education;

4) evaluation criteria;

5) evaluation tools;

6) the discipline program;

7) themes of practical classes;

8) forms of current and final control;

9) tools, equipment, and software used in the academic
discipline;

10) recommended sources of information.

In European countries the educational programs are
mostly divided into four main blocks: 1) general disci-
pline description; 2) the discipline program; 3) themes of
practical classes; 4) forms of current and final control [4].

The content of the Ukrainian program “Foreign lan-
guage for professional use” is competence-centered. Our
research shows that there is no unified typology of econ-
omists' competence characteristics in Ukraine. This is the
reason for existence of a large number of training pro-
grams in the Ukrainian system of professional education
(each institute or university has a right to make its own
curriculum, which must fulfill general strategic goals de-
scribed by Ukrainian Laws on Education). In most cases,
enumeration of the appropriate competencies in such
study programs include references to European docu-
ments [6].

We investigated that standard programs content in the
discipline includes the list of:
the integral competence of an economist;
the general competences; and
the special competences.

So we continue our analysis taking into account these
three fundamental competences areas.

Judging from the Ukrainian educational program,
learning a foreign language in professional economic
sphere ensures the development of the integral compe-
tence of a Bachelor of Economy specialty - the ability to
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solve complex specialized problems and practical prob-
lems in the field of Economy or in the course of study that
involves the application of certain theories and methods
of relevant science [3].

Moreover learning foreign languages in the economic
context guarantees the development of the following gen-
eral competences:
ability to exercise the rights and duties as a
member of a society, the awareness of the values of civil
democratic society and the necessity of its sustainable
development, the supremacy of law, rights and freedoms
of citizens in Ukraine;
ability to preserve moral, cultural, scientific val-
ues and increase the achievements of society through an
understanding of the world history and patterns develop-
ment of subject domain, its place in the general system of
knowledge about nature and society;
skills of oral and written professional communi-
cation in the state and foreign languages
ability to apply knowledge in practical situations;
ability to communicate in one of the foreign lan-

guages;

. ability to search, process and analyze infor-
mation from various sources;
ability to adapt and act in a new situation;
ability to be critical and self-critical;
ability to make substantial decisions;
interpersonal team-work skills;
ability to act as a socially responsible and con-
scious individual

As for the special professional competences of econo-
mists, foreign language knowledge makes it possible to
enrich the ability to analyze in-depth problems and phe-
nomena in one or more professional fields within the spe-
cialty in the worldwide environment.

The analysis of the “Professional Foreign language”
programs for Students of Economic Specialties in the
majority of the State Ukrainian technical universities pro-
vides an exciting opportunity to advance our knowledge
of how the general program content is connected with the
competence area development. So according to our sur-
vey, the basic topics of practical foreign languages les-
sons may be divided into two parts — everyday language,
professional communication, and may include the follow-
ing: introduction; working day; Ukraine; business trip;
social life; healthy lifestyle; agrarian education (for the
students of agricultural universities); the university; edu-
cation in Ukraine and abroad (comparative aspect); pro-
fession; career; agriculture; Economics and economy;
money; market types and market relations; international
economy; trade; forms of ownership; etc. [10].

The “Professional Foreign language” program has the
following learning outcomes:

1) to know the rules and norms of foreign business
communication;

2) to be able to effectively communicate in foreign
language orally and in writing — influence on the appli-
cant’s general educational results, and help to lead the
educational trajectory into a proper direction [8]. Our
study outlines that both the learning outcomes and pro-
gram content together should bring to the development of
the above-mentioned competence areas of economic spe-
cialties students.
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Conclusions. Overall, there seems to be some evidence
to indicate that in the modern world being a highly quali-
fied professional is challenging and there is an infinite
number of areas in which economists can develop. Mak-
ing decisions about what to focus on can be overwhelm-
ing for individuals. Foreign language communication
competence is becoming the integral ability of every pro-
fessional, working in the sphere of economics. Moreover
in European countries recently new standards for special-
ists’ professional level were established, bringing a signif-
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icant change in the way of professional competences con-
ceptualization and implementation in almost all the Euro-
pean countries [1]. In the Ukrainian environment, compe-
tence-based educational programs will make economic
education in this country more standardized. And as for a
foreign language competence development in the profes-
sional dimension, it is inevitable that it ensures the devel-
opment of the integral competence of a Bachelor of Eco-
nomic specialty — the ability to solve complex specialized
and practical problems in the field of economy.
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