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Abstract. The article deals with the concept BULLYING in juvenile fantasy prose. The relevance of the research is determined by
the cognitive discursive perspective within the activity-based approach to language, which addresses the intersubjective meaning
construal in discourse. By means of componential analysis the logical notion bullying is researched. Using the cognitive discursive
interpretation, the conceptual features of the concept BULLYING are determined.
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Introduction and Literature Review. The anthropocen-
tric approach to language aims to assess reality through an
exclusively human perspective, to reveal concepts as
mental representations and to research the means of their
verbalization. As an important indicator of social compe-
tence and the essential component of emotional intellect,
empathy is now in focus of multidisciplinary research [15,
16]. From a cognitive linguistic perspective, empathy
emerges as a conceptual domain which incorporates em-
pathically marked and unmarked concepts, including
BULLYING.

The relevance of the research is determined by the
cognitive discursive perspective within the activity-based
approach to language, which addresses the intersubjective
meaning construal in discourse. The research of BULLY-
ING verbalization in juvenile fantasy prose is also signifi-
cant due to its common occurrence in this highly didactic
prose.

Cognitive discursive (communicative) approach views
concepts through their verbalization in discourse where
cognitive and communicative features are synthesized. It
suggests effective methods of conceptual analysis such as
inference prediction analysis, modus modeling, cognitive
discursive interpretation etc. [2, 3, 4], viewing a concept
as “filling a language form with meaning in the process of
discursive interaction” [2, 5].

The systematization of distinctive features of an entity
is performed by determining its logical notion [3], i.e. by
means of componential or definitional analyses. All the
other modi of a concept can be revealed in discourse only
[4].

Obijectives. The study was aimed at
1. Determining the conceptual features of the logical
notion bullying
2. Determining additional conceptual features of bullying
by means of juvenile fantasy prose discourse analysis.

The research is performed on the basis of lexicographic
sources (encyclopedic and explanatory dictionaries of the
contemporary English language such as Macmillan Eng-
lish Dictionary for Advanced Learners; Merriam-
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary; The Oxford Universal
Dictionary etc.) and juvenile fantasy books by K. S. Lew-
is “The Chronicles of Narnia”, J.K. Rowling “Harry Pot-
ter”, J. R. R. Tolkien “The Lord of the Rings” and “The
Hobbit”, 6 441 total pages.

Methods and Procedures. The content of a concept
partially reveals through the semantics of the correspond-
ing means of its verbalization. This approach to linguistic
research follows the path from semantics to concept and
language is viewed as the key to understanding concepts.

Componential analysis attempts to reduce meaning to
its smallest components. Each lexical semantic variant or
sememe may be subdivided into smaller components of
meaning (semes). A seme is an elementary unit of mean-
ing of a word.

According to the method suggested by V.V. Levytskyy
[1, p. 167] we determined the weight, status and hierarchy
of semes in the vocabulary definition. To determine the
weight of a component we use the following formula:
W = ((n + 1) —r) / n, where W — component weight, n —
number of components, r — component rank. W value can
range from 0 to 1.

For example, the weight of component behaviour in
the vocabulary definition of bullying according to
MEDAL will be as follows:W = [(n+1) —r] / n = [(4+1) -
11/4=1.

Using this formula we determined the weight of each
component according to the vocabulary data. If a compo-
nent is not found in the dictionary its weight according to
this dictionary is assumed as 0. Then, for further data
evidence, the following formula is used: Wm= [W1 +
W2 + .... Wn] / n, e Wm — average weight of a compo-
nent, W1, W2 .... Wn — weight of components in the first,
the second, n — dictionary, n— number of dictionaries
(Table 1).

Table 1: Component weight of lexeme «bullying»

MEDAL | OUD |LDCE |[CALDT|CED|MWCD| Wm
behaviour 1 0 0 0 0 0 0.16
frighten 0.83 0 0.57 | 0.75 0 0 0.35
hurt 0.66 0 0.42 1 0 0 0.35
small 0.33 0 0 0.25 0 0 0.09
weak 0.16 0.14 | 0.14 0 0.67| 0.25 | 0.22
use 0 1 1 0 0 0 0.33
strength 0 0.85 | 0.85 0 0 0 0.28
influence 0 0.71 0 0 0 0 0.1
harm 0 0.57 0 0 0 0 0.09
intimidate 0 0.42 0 0 1 0 0.23
habitually 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.16
cruel 0 0 0 0 0 | 0.75 | 0.13
power 0 0 0.71 0 0 0 0.12
somebody| 0.5 0.28 | 0.28 0.5 ]0.33| 05 0.39
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Findings and Discussion. Bullying is defined as ha-
bitual and deliberate aggressive behavior aimed at intimi-
dation, threat or abuse [16, p. 793].

In the definition of bullying dominant semes are fright-
en, hurt, somebody, strength and intimidate:

Dudley’s favorite punching bag was Harry, but he
couldn 't often catch him. [14, p. 20]

The others who thought she was telling a lie, and a sil-
ly lie too, made her very unhappy. The two elder ones did

©)|N. 1. vanotchak 2017



holis.diana@gmail.com
Typewritten text
N. I. Ivanotchak 2017


Science and Education a New Dimension. Philology, V(35), Issue: 125, 2017 www.seanewdim.com

this without meaning to do it, but Edmund could be spite-
ful, and on this occasion he was spiteful. He sneered and
jeered at Lucy and kept on asking her if she'd found any
other new countries in other cupboards all over the
house. [9]

For deep down inside him he liked bossing and bully-
ing; and, though he was a puny little person who couldn't
have stood up even to Lucy, let alone Edmund, in a fight,
he knew that there are dozens of ways to give people a
bad time if you are in your own home and they are only
visitors. [9]

Though semes habitually and behavior are not domi-
nant, they are important characteristics of BULLYING,
revealing its active, long-term and systematic essence. In
the above mentioned examples the phrases to give people
a bad time, punching bag indicate bullying, while its
consistency is emphasized with the adverb often, the ad-
jective favorite, the phrase keep on and stylistic reiteration
sneered and jeered.

Bullying, which is also expressed in this context with
its direct nomination (bullied), manifests itself in aggres-
sive behavior, intimidation, humiliation etc. Both in dis-
course and in multidisciplinary studies bullying is op-
posed to empathy. While including the cognitive compo-
nent of empathy (the ability to assess and predict the
feelings and motives of others), bullying is characterized
by the absence of its emotional part. Thus, this under-
standing does not provoke any emotional response. Ac-
cording to the componential analysis, the cognitive fea-
tures of bullying are «aggression», «intimidationy, «hu-
miliation», and «behaviour». But in discourse additional
conceptual features are revealed. The lexical and gram-
matical means of BULLYING actualization are as fol-
lows:

1. lexeme of the concept name and its synonyms (bossing,
bullying, clouting)

He’d spent his life being clouted by Dudley, and bul-
lied by Aunt Petunia and Uncle Vernon; [14, p. 57]

. and, though he was a puny little person who
couldn't have stood up even to Lucy, let alone Edmund,
in a fight, he knew that there are dozens of ways to give
people a bad time if you are in your own home and they
are only visitors. [9]

This example also reveals one more cognitive feature
of BULLYING - “weakness and cowardice” of a bully.

2. lexemes denoting physical force (hit, punch, kick)

Exactly why Dudley wanted a racing bike was a mys-
tery to Harry, as Dudley was very fat and hated exercise
— unless of course it involved punching somebody. Dud-
ley’s favorite punching bag was Harry, but he couldn’t
often catch him. [14, p. 32]

He wore round glasses held together with a lot of
Scotch tape because of all the times Dudley had punched
him on the nose. [14, p. 20]

...if "he was really a wizard, why hadn’t they been
turned into warty toads every time they’d tried to lock
him in his cupboard? If he’d once defeated the greatest
sorcerer in the world, how come Dudley had always been
able to kick him around like a football? [14, p. 57]

He at once decided to get into it himself - not because
he thought it a particularly good place to hide but be-
cause he wanted to go on teasing her about her imagi-
nary country [9]

The above mentioned examples demonstrate “con-
sistency” of BULLYING (favorite, all the times, as usual,
every time, always)

3. lexeme gang, implicating the feature «organized»

Dudley’s gang had been chasing him as usual when,
as much to Harry’s surprise as anyone else’s, there he
was sitting on the chimney. [14, p. 37]

Everybody knew that Dudley’s gang hated that odd
Harry Potter in his baggy old clothes and broken glasses,
and nobody liked to disagree with Dudley’s gang. [14, p.
42]

“Publicity” (surrounding watchers laughed, everybody
knew) and “coordination” also manifest in the following
examples:

The rest of them were all quite happy to join in Dud-
ley’s favorite sport: Harry Hunting. [14, p. 43]

He was usually the one who held people’s arms be-
hind their backs while Dudley hit them. [14, p. 35]

Many of the surrounding watchers laughed, Sirius
and Wormtail included, but Lupin, still apparently intent
on his book, didn’t, and neither did Lily. “You think
you're funny,” she said coldly. “But you're just an arro-
gant, bullying toerag, Potter. Leave him alone.” [13, p.
647]

This example illustrates cognitive feature of BULLY-
ING in terms of its agent (arrogant, spoiled, pampered),
which is elaborated (the biggest and stupidest of the lot)
in the following contexts:

Harry was glad school was over, but there was no es-
caping Dudley’s gang, who visited the house every single
day. Piers, Dennis, Malcolm, and Gordon were all big
and stupid, but as Dudley was the biggest and stupidest
of the lot, he was the leader. [14, p. 31]

What would spoiled, pampered, bullying Dudley have
been forced to hear? ... [13, p. 30]

Malfoy was being absolutely foul to a first year back
there, | swear I'm going to report him, he’s only had his
badge three minutes and he’s using it to bully people
worse than ever ... [13, p. 97]

The latter example characterizes the agent of BULLY -
ING as the one abusing power.

BULLYING calls forth negative emotional response
(upset or angry) and is a wrongful behavior which de-
serves revenge (he got his revenge):

... when he, Harry, had been upset or angry ... chased
by Dudley’s gang, and the very last time Dudley had hit
him, hadn’t he got his revenge, without even realizing he
was doing it? Hadn’t he set a boa constrictor on him?
[14, p. 58]

The following example illustrates such a feature of the
object of BULLYING as “social inferiority”, “physical
inability to resist™:

“They were all bullyin’ him, Hermione, 'cause he’s SO
small/” said
Hagrid. [13, p. 691]

Conclusions. According to the cognitive discursive in-
terpretation of the contexts, the cognitive features of
BULLYING are «provoking negative emotional
response», «wrongfulnessy, «publicity», «consistencyy,
«coordination», «abuse of social or physical powery,
«arrogance of the agent», «aggressiony», «intimidationy,
«humiliationy, «behaviour.
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Konuent BYJIMHI" B aHI/10A3bI4HOIi JeTCKOI NPo3e kaHpa (eHTe3H: KOTHUTHBHO-IMCKYPCHBHBIIH M0IX0/

H. U. UBaHoTUYaK

AnHoTtanus. B cratee anammzupyercs koruent BULLYING / BYJIJIMHI B aHTI0sA3BIYHOI A€TCKOM Mpo3e jkaHpa (eHTe3u. AKTY-
IBHOCTh TAKOT'O HCCIIEJOBAHMS ONMpPEENAeTCs er0 KOTHTHBHO-ANCKYPCHBHBIM MOJXO/IOM B PaMKax JeSTEeIbHOCTHOTO TOJIKOBaHHS
koHIenTa. C MOMOIIBI0 KOMIIOHEHTHOTO aHAIM3a MCCIIEAYETCs JIOTHYeCKoe MOHATHE Oyuiune. VICMob3ysh METOJMKY KOTHHTHBHO-
JMCKYPCUBHOM WHTEPIIPETAINH, OIpE/IeNIeHbI KOHIeNTyansHble mpu3Haku koHenTa BULLYING / BYJUIMHI .

Knrouesvie cnosa:. GynuHr, eMnaThs, KOTHUTHBHO-AUCKYPCHBHBIH MOAX0[], KOMIIOHEHTHBIN aHaIN3, KOTHUTHBHO-IUCKYPCUBHAS

HHTEpIpeTaIys.
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