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Abstract. The article deals with the system of manner adverbials in Old English language and their usage in Old English texts. Man-
ner adverbials in language reflect the objective category of manner, characterizing this or that action. It makes up a generalized func-
tional semantic field which includes manner adverbials of different structure and senantics. Old English texts demonstrate that in
Early Old English manner adverbials were not very numerous, which is proved by the quantatitive analysis of these texts. The article
presents the system of structural classes and semantic groups of manner adverbials during two subperiods of the development of Old
English language. The results of the analysis of different texts have shown that manner category during the Old English period de-
veloped from adverbials of simple structure in Early Old English to more complicated structure in Late Old English. In the whole
manner adverbials as to their structure can be treated as simplexes (primary adverbs), derivatives, phrasal and clausal constructions.
As to their meaning, manner adverbials gradually widen their semantics at the expense of the appearance of new semantic groups:
axiological adverbs, reinterpreted phrases, comparative clauses etc. In addition to that, the number of manner adverbials rapidly
grows in Late Old English in comparison with Early Old English, which is proved by the research of quantitative and qualititative
data of manner adverbials in texts of different subperiods and genres.

Keywords: manner adverbials, objective category of manner, simplexes, derivatives, phrasal, clausal constructions; axiological
adverbs, reinterpreted phrases, comparative clauses

Manner adverbials are understood by us as linguistic units ~ Psalms, Sermo Lupi ad Anglos. As can be seen from the
belonging to different structural levels but fulfilling the  names of the texts each subperiod includes texts of differ-
same function — that of manner of action. Thus, manner  ent genres.
adverbials include, alongside with adverbs of manner, The analysis of the above mentioned texts expose
also other means such as phraseological units rendering  structural and semantics characteristics of manner adver-
the meaning of manner and also adverbial clauses of the  bials. Practically, the Old English system of adverbials
same function. Up to now the problem of manner adver- includes the following manner adverbial structures (MA):
bials was not fully resolved because its studies were re-  primary MA (simplexes) — marked as A; derivative MA
stricted mainly by the typological class of linguistic units  with the suffix (-e) — marked as A-e; derivative MA with
known in different languages under the term of adverbs  suffix (-lice) — A-lice; degree MA — A-or/ost; modus MA—
[1,2,3,45,8,9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 23, 24, 25]]. Only some  A-agent/modus; phrasal MA: case MA-A-um; preposi-
scholars were interested in the units which fulfill the same  tional MA — marked as mid A; clausal MA — marked as
function (manner of action) but are represented by differ-  swa A. The latter can be represented by variant structures:
ent structures [7, 13, 31]. Other researchers touched upon  S1swa S2; S1 swa swa S2; S1 swa...swa S2. All these
the units which can be termed as adverbials but in connec-  structures have the same function and enter a general field
tion with other grammatical functions, such as compari-  of manner of action.
son [19] or the category of intensification [26, 28]. Manner of action can be represented by different
The purpose of the article is the analysis of adverbials  shades of meaning. It is possible to say that all the manner
as the system in Old English and its functioning in Old  adverbials can be distributed into a definite number of
English texts. The system of adverbials can be viewed semantic classes. Semantic analysis made it possible to
from the point of structure and meaning. Text analysis  state the existence of the following groups of manner
will be executed in two directions — quantitative and qual-  adverbials: nominative classes which are represented
itative. Methodology on which the research is based com-  mostly by different kinds of adverbs: physical-aspect
prises structural analysis of adverbials [21, 23,], field adverbs, meta-aspect adverbs, intensifying adverbs, de-
analysis [22, 30, 31], functional semantic analysis [12], gree adverbs, also modus, emotive-axiological, modal-
text analysis [18, 20, 25], cognitive analysis [6, 14, 15], axiological adverbs. The next group is represented by
diachronic and synchronic analysis [32], quantitative phrasal manner adverbials which developed on the basis
methods [33]. In general, it may be said that the system of  of reinterpretation of case forms and prepositional phrases
adverbials is analysed through the usage, or in other turning them into manner adverbials. Rather large class is
words—from the usage (in texts) to the system (in lan- made by clausal manner adverbials which can be termed
guage). The research was realized on the basis of twenty- as comparative manner adverbials and subdivided into
two Old English texts. Combining diachronic and syn-  four semantic subgroups: empirical, deontological / rea-
chronical analyses has brought about the necessity to  sonary, artistic and metaphorical. Each class is character-
subdivide all the texts into two groups correlated with two  ized by its own specific semantics within the frame of one
time periods—earlier and later. Thus we discern Early Old  and the same function. All the structures, having different
English subperiod (VIII-IXcc.) and Late Old English  semantics, make up a monocentric functional semantic
period (X-Xlcc.). The texts are subdivided corresponding-  field of manner of action which refrects the linguistic
ly into Early Old English and Late Old English texts. In  system of manner category in the Old English language.
this article the analysis is done on the basis of the most Text analysis is supposed to make it possible to re-
important Old English texts: Beowulf, Genesis A, Old search the establishing and development of manner cate-
English Chronicle (V111 — IX centuries), Pastoral Care and  gory through the Old English period. Such development
King’s Zlfred’s Orosius. Late Old English texts are rep- in different subperiods can be characterized on the basis
resented by Chronicle (X-XI centuries), Genesis B, of two approaches — quantitative and qualitative. The
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quantitative data may be represented by the proportion of
the density of manner adverbs in relation to the number of
stipulated lines. Thus, the counts have shown that the
density of manner adverbs in the earliest Old English
texts belonging to the eighth century (Chronicle Vlllic.)
can be reflected by the proportion 1:29. The quantitative
growth of the number of manner adverbs in Early Old
English can be proved by the change of density from 1:29
(as mentioned above) to 1:5 (the average proportion of
adverbs in stipulated lines through all the texts referring
to Old English period) by the end of the ninth century.
The Late Old English subperiod is characterized by fu-
ther quantitative and qualitative changes. Thus, if the
maximum proportion of the usage of manner adverbials in
Early Old English period as 1:5, the proportion of manner
adverbials in Late Old English texts growth up to 1:2
which means that every two average lines contain at least
one manner adverb. This change illustrates the crucial
growth of the use of manner adverbials as of texts-
building means. The category of manner of action begings
to play a very important role in the Late Old English texts.
The qualitative changes can be demonstrated by speci-
fication of manner semantics: if in early texts of the Early
Old English period the main semantic classes were repre-

sented mostly by physical-aspect, meta-aspect and inten-
sifying manner adverbs, in later texts there appear new
semantic classes of manner adverbials: axiological (modal
and emotional); modus manner adverbials, which reflect a
close relation of the manner of action with the agent of
action; prepositional (reinterpreted) phrases which be-
came widely used in lately periods. The development of
comparative manner adverbials is characterized by differ-
ent tendencies: if empirical comparative adverbials of
manner become not so widely used as in the previous
periods, the metaphorical comparative adverbial clauses
grow in number. One more peculiarity of comparative
manner clauses is gradual disappearance of the conjuction
swa which in later periods of the development of the
English language (in Middle English) will be substituted
for the conjunction as.

In conclusion it is possible to state that the category of
manner in the Old English language was not widely de-
veloped, which is proved by the fact that manner adverbi-
als are rather rare in the texts of the eighth century but the
number of manner adverbials rapidly grows in the late
Old English subperiod, especially after the appearance of
King’s Alfred’s works and wide dissemination of sacral
texts.
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Bockpec A.A. Kateropusi cnocoda eiicTBUsI B IPeBHEAHTJIMIICKOM A3bIKEe M TEKCTaxX
AnHotamus. [Ipeanaraemasi cTaThst HOCBSIIEHA aHATIHM3Y CHCTEMBI aiBepOHaNid criocoba NeHCTBUS B JPEBHEAHTIIMHCKOM SI3BIKE U
YIOTPeOJICHUIO TaKUX aaBepOHanii B JIPEBHEAHITIMHCKUX TEKCTaX. AnBepOHanmuu criocoba NeHCTBUS 0TOOpakaroT 0ObEKTHBHYIO
KaTeropuio crocoba AEHCTBUS, KOTOpas XapaKTepH3yeT TO WM MHOKe AelcTBue. Takue anBepOHamuu oOpa3yloT oObeIUHEHHOE
(YHKIMOHATBHO-CEMaHTHYECKOE 10JIe, KOTOPOe BKIIIOUAeT aJBepOHanuy crnocoda AeicTBHS MO CTPYKType U ceMaHTHKe. J{peBHeaH-
TTTMHACKHE TEKCTHI AEMOHCTPHPYIOT TOT (DaKT, 4TO agBepOHanuy crocoba JeiCTBIA ObUIM HEMHOTOYHCICHHBIMU B PAHHHUX JPEBHEAH-
TITHHACKUX TEKCTaX, YTO MOATBEPXKIACTCS TakKe KOIMIECTBEHHBIM aHAIM30M ajBepOmanuii crmocoda NeHCTBUS B TAaKHX TEKCTax.
Cratbs nIpe/iaraeT CUCTEMY CTPYKTYPHBIX KJIACCOB M CEMaHTHYECKHX TPYI aJBepOuainii criocoda NedcTBUs (yHKIMOHUPYIOIIIX
B sI3bIKE Ha NMPOTIKEHHUH JBYX IOJIEPHUOOB PA3BUTHUS IPEBHEAHTTIMHACKOTO 3bIKa. Pe3ybTaThl aHAM3a Pa3IMYHBIX TEKCTOB MOKa-
3BIBAIOT, YTO aJBepOHaIny criocoba ASHCTBHS B TEUCHHUH JPEHEAHIIIMICKOTO Meproia pa3BUBAINCE OT 0oJiee MPOCTHIX CTPYKTYP B
paHHeIpeBHEAHIINICKUIT TIepro 10 0oJiee CIOKHBIX CTPYKTYp B MO3IHEIPEBHEAHTTIMHCKUN neproa. B nenom, ansepOuanu cro-
coba IEHCTBUS 1O CBOCH CTPYKTYpe MOTYT OBITh CHMIUIEKCAMH (NMEPBUYHBIMH HApEUHsSIMH), TIPOU3BOAHBIMH, ()Pa30BBIMHU H KIAy-
3aIbHBIMU KOHCTPYKIHAME. UTO KacaeTcsi, 3HaUCHUsI, TO afABepOHanust criocoda JeHCTBHUS MOCTEIIEHHO PACIIUPSIIOT CBOIO CEMAHTHKY
3a CUET MOSIBIICHHS HOBBIX CEMAHTHIECKHX IPYIIL: aKCHOJIOTHUECKUX HApEUUii, HEPEOCMBICICHHBIX CTPYKTYp, CDABHUTEIBHBIX MPEI-
noxeHui u T.1. K 3ToMy MOKHO 100aBUTB, UTO YHCIIO aiBepOHanuii criocoda AeHCTBUS OBICTPO pacTeT B MO3AHEAPECBHEAHT NN CKHIA
MIEPHOJI, YTO TIOATBEPIKIACTCS HCCIESJOBAHUEM KOJMUECTBEHHBIX W KaYeCTBEHHBIX JAaHHBIX ()YHKIMOHHPOBAHUS aaBepOMamuii cro-
co0a IeficTBUS B TEKCTAX PA3INYHBIX MTOJIIEPHUOIO0B, B TOM YHCIIE Pa3HOKAHPOBBIX.

Knrwuesvie crosa:. adsepdbuanuu cnocoba oeticmsusi, 06beKMUSHAs Kamezopusi cnocoba Oeticmeus,, CUNIIEKCbl, NPOU3600HbIE
Hapeuus, hpasosvle CMPYKMypPsl, KAAY3AIbHblE CMPYKIMYPbL, AKCUOIOSUNECKUE HapeyuUs, NepeoCMblCIIeHHble Ppa3osble CIPYKMYypbl,
cpasHumenvHle npuOamouHsle npeonodNCeHus
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