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Implementation of the ideas of the competency-
based approach into professional education practice
requires new definitions in the pedagogical science,
including "the teacher’s professional competency”.
Introducing the idea of competency-based approach
to teacher training system is no more disputable in
Ukraine. It is no more doubtful today that a graduate
of higher educational institution must be a profes-
sional able to compete at the labor market. There-
fore, he must be competent in an educational sphere,
as well as in teaching. Teacher professional compe-
tency is widely discussed by the Ukrainian academ-
ic community. Issue of teacher’s professional com-
petency is connected with a number of educational
problems related to a teacher’s personality for-
mation, his skills, readiness for educational activity
etc. Thus, professional competency is an essential
component of person’s professionalism. Thus, read-
iness to educational activity is a part of professional
competency. The works of Ukrainian and Russian
scientists  N. Bibik, L. Vashchenko, 1. Zymnia,
B. Elkonin, N. Kuzmina, L. Karpova, O. Lokshina,
A. Markova, L Mitina, O. Ovarchuk, Y. Pavliuten-
kov, L. Parashchenko, O.Pometun, I. Prokopenko,
S. Rakov, I. Rodygina, O. Savchenko, G. Tarasen-
ko, S. Trubacheva, A. Khutorskiy, M. Choshanov,
V. Shahov etc. are related to development of teach-
er’s professional competency.

Approaches to interpretation of this definition by
Ukrainian and Russian scientists coincide with the
views of modern American scientists (Donald
M. Medli, MacNeil, D. Moberli, D. Crukshenk,
M. Randsell, J. Stronge etc.), who consider the no-
tion “professional competency” as an ability to
solve tasks and readiness to one’s own professional
role in one or another area of activity. Thus, profes-
sional competency is defined in two aspects: firstly,
as ability to solve tasks and readiness to one’s own
professional role; secondly, as resultative charac-
teristics, which are diagnosed by expertise of prod-
ucts of professional activity in order to define to
what extend individual characteristics of employees
meet expectations of employers and society.
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Modern European society is in need of profes-
sionals with wide possibilities of not only technical
nature, but with clear understanding of working
methods, with positive attitude to work and to coop-
eration with colleagues, of those who are character-
ized by the personal capacities, which define flexi-
bility, ability to adopt fast in an unknown situation
and to make necessary decisions. That is why the
modern education system shall prepare a specialist
capable to meet these new requirements.

Australian scientist T. Hoffmann [2] combines
views of American and European scientists and
gives his own interpretation of a specialist’s profes-
sional competency. The author offers three ways of
understanding this notion:

1. As obvious and registered activity results.

2. As certain standards of completed activity.

3. As personal qualities defining effectiveness
and innovation of a particular activity.

Thus, we can see that American, Australian, Eu-
ropean, Russian and Ukrainian scientists are consol-
idated in interpreting this notion and stress that pro-
fessional competency is an ability and readiness to
fulfill professional functions, and resultative charac-
teristics of a scientist’s qualification.

American scientists regard Teacher Professional
Competency as a part of teacher’s professionalism.
Giving grounds to teacher’s professionalism as a
complex of knowledge, skills, values, which are
preconditioned by professional practice, E. Hoyle
says, that the biggest challenge is to define real level
of European teachers’ knowledge, skills and values
in the context of requirements to really professional
educational work in the renewed European schools
[1]. Thus, Teacher Professional Competency is con-
sidered as a unity of its theoretical and practical
readiness to carry out educational activities and
characterizes teacher’s professionalism, while the
structure of Teacher Professional Competency can
be revealed via educational skills, capacity to carry
out pedagogical activities and personal attitude to
the profession.
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Similarly, U.S. researchers Donald M. Medli,
Mac Neil, Newson, M. Ransdell, D. Cruikshank,
J. Stronzh understand the teacher’s professional
competency as a set of knowledge, skills and values
possessed by the teacher, who adapts them to the
teaching situation [3].

Based on the fact that Europe needs teachers-
researchers who have academic achievements, or-
ganize and create their style of teaching, based on
the results of their own work, European scientists
define competency as "profound knowledge"”, "abil-
ity to execute the task adequately” ,"ability to per-
form their professional activities" [4] etc. However
none of these definitions, in our opinion, covers the
full meaning of this complex concept. We propose
the following interpretation of the teacher profes-
sional competency that is:

1) a personal feature, that is the ability for train-
ing activity;

2) a unity of theoretical and practical readiness of
a teacher to implement a training activity;

3) the ability to operate effectively, and efficient-
ly solve standard problems and situations that arise
in pedagogical work.

The concept of teacher professional competency
may be understood through its structure. Ukrainian
and Russian scholars use the three-component struc-
ture: key, base and special competencies.

Key competencies are necessary for any profes-
sional activity; base competencies reflect the speci-

ficity of a teacher professional activity and at the
same time realize key competencies; special compe-
tencies reflect the specificity of a particular disci-
pline of the teacher.

So we can say that a professional competency is
a complex of key, base and special competencies.
They are considered as hierarchical level-steps of
competency. These hierarchical level-steps are re-
vealed in all of the components of the structure of
teacher professional competency: professionally-
active, communicative and personal (see table 1).
Moreover, the key level of these competencies is
necessary for any specialist in any area in order to
live and work comfortably in the world, base level is
necessary for teachers of any subject and special one
— for teachers of a particular professional area.

Note that we classify the types of professional
competencies after joining them into groups that
correspond to the components of the structure of
teacher professional competency: professionally-
active, communicative and personal.

The scientists consider competency as a formed
quality of a person. It may be considered as a com-
position of the components that, in their turn, consist
of separate competences. A competence is a result
of education, knowledge, ability, experience of ac-
tivity and an emotionally-appraisal relation to it.

That is why our next step will be definition of the
structure of each separate competency and its speci-
fication through the competence components.
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IIpodeccuonanbHasi KOMIETEHTHOCTh YUHTEJISI: COAEPKAHUE H CTPYKTYPA NMOHATHSA

B crarbe mpoaHasM3UpOBAHO COzEpKAHUE MOHATUS «IpOo(ecCHOHANbHAsT KOMIETCHTHOCTh YUUTENSI» C TOUKH 3PEHHS
YKPAUHCKUX, POCCUICKHX, €BpPONEHCKUX, aMEPUKAHCKMX M aBCTpalMHCKUX YyueHbIX. IIpe3eHTOBaHa aBTOpCKas
TPAKTOBKA IOHSATHUS «NpO(ecCHOHANbHAas KOMIIETEHTHOCTb YYUTENs», KaK CBOMCTBA JIMYHOCTH, NPOSBILIONIETOCS B
CHOCOOHOCTH K HEJarornuecKoil IesiTeIbHOCTH; KaK eIMHCTBA TEOPETHYECKON M IMMPAKTHUECKOW TOTOBHOCTH Ie/iarora K
OCYIIECTBICHHUIO NIeJarOTHYeCKON AeITeNbHOCTH; KaK BOSMOXXHOCTH PE3YIBTATUBHO JIeHCTBOBATH, 3(h(heKTUBHO pemaTs
CTaHJapTHBIE W MPOOIEMHBIE CHTYyalllH, BO3HUKAIONINE B MEIarOTHIeCKON AeATeNbHOCTH. [IpecTaBieHsl pe3yasTaThl
aHaJIM3a CYMIECTBYIOIIMX IOAXOAOB K OIPENENCHUIO CTPYKTYpHl NPO(ecCHOHATbHON KOMMIETEHTHOCTH YYHTENIS
€BPONEHUCKUMH, aMEpPUKAaHCKUMH, POCCHHCKIMH ¥ YKPAaMHCKMMHU YyYCHBIMH, KOTOpBIE JAlOT BO3MOXKHOCTh
KOHCTaTUPOBAaTh OTCYTCTBHE €IUHOTO MPEACTABICHUS O CTPYKType Npo(ecCHOHATbHON KOMIETEHTHOCTH YUUTENs.
Hcxons m3 cyTu menarorn4eckoil JesTeNbHOCTH YYUTENsl, NPEe3eHTOBAaHAa aBTOPCKas CTPYKTypa HpodecCHOHaIbHON
KOMIIETEHTHOCTH YYHTEJNs, COAepKalias MpopecCHOHAIbHO - JAESTEIbHOCTHBIH, KOMMYHHKATUBHBIN M JIMYHOCTHBINA
KOMITOHEHTHI. Mcxons n3 oOmel kinaccudukaluym KOMIIETEHTHOCTEH Ha KIIIOYeBble, 0a30Bble M CIICLHANbHBIC,
podecCHOHAIBHYI0 KOMIIETEHTHOCTh YUUTENSI IPECTABICHO KaK COBOKYITHOCTh KIIIOUEBBIX, 0a30BBIX U CIEIHAIBHBIX
KOMIIETCHTHOCTEH,  KOTOpBIE  pacCMaTpUBAIOTCS  KaK  HMEpapXWYecKWe  YpPOBHHU-CTYNEHH  KOMIIETEHTHOCTH,
NIPOSIBIISIIONINECS] BO BCEX KOMIIOHEHTaX CTPYKTYphl NpPO(EcCHOHAIbHOW KOMIIETEHTHOCTH y4HTess. Packpbito
coJiepKaHNe 3TUX KOMIIOHEHTOB Ha KIIIOYEBOM, 0a30BOM M crieragsHOM ypoBHe. IIpencraBurtenu moboit mpodeccun
JIOJDKHBI MIMETh XapaKTEPUCTHKU PACCMOTPEHHBIX OJIOKOB, MPEACTABICHHBIE HA KIIOYEBOM YPOBHE; yUHTEINs JHOOOTO
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mpeaMera — Ha 6a30BOM ypPOBHE; YUHTEIS OMpPEICICHHOTO MPeaMeTa, IOMUMO XapaKTePUCTHUK KIFOYEBOTO W 06a30BOTO
YpOBHEM, TOIHKHBI 001ajaTh CBOHCTBaMH, COOTBETCTBYIOIIMMH CIIEIIHAIIEHOMY YPOBHIO.

KiaioueBble cjoBa: mpodeccHoHanbHAs ~ KOMIETEHTHOCTh — YUMTENs, CTPYKTypa  INpoecCHOHAIBHON
KOMIIETEHTHOCTH YIUTEIsS
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