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Family is the most important phenomenon that accompa-
nies the person throughout his life. Significance of its
impact on the person, its complexity, versatility and prob-
lematic cause a large number of different approaches to
the study of the family, as well as the definitions found in
the scientific literature.

The social sciences include many concepts that are
basic to the understanding of the subject matter. Some of
these concepts are defined differently and measured dif-
ferently by social researchers, such as those concerning
socioeconomic status. Others are defined and measured in
a fairly consistent way across studies and over time.

A key concept in the social sciences, and especially in
demography and sociology, is that of the family. The
family is generally regarded as a major social institution
and a locus of much of a person's social activity. It is a
social unit created by blood, marriage, or adoption, and
can be described as nuclear (parents and children) or
extended (encompassing other relatives) [3].

The goal of the article is to identify universal semantic
groups of the concept of "family" in Chinese, English and
Ukrainian languages.

Semantic formations are a part of the concept, a list of
which is sufficiently restricted, and which are key to un-
derstanding of the national mentality as a specific rela-
tionship to the world of its speakers [1, p. 5].

To form a conceptual system it is necessary to assume
the existence of some initial or primary concepts, which
are then developed all the rest ones: concepts as interpret-
ers of meanings all the time amenable to further refine-
ment and modification. Concepts represent not parsed
entities only at the beginning of its appearance, but then
turning out to part of the system are influenced by other
concepts and modified by themselves. And indeed the
ability to interpret the different concepts in different rela-
tions indicates that the number of concepts and volume of
content of many concepts continually being modified [2,
p. 6].

The key concepts of culture called as the main units of
picture of the world, constants of culture, having signifi-
cance as for individual language of the person and also for
linguocultural community as a whole.

The word "family" has different meanings in compared
languages. Universal for pictures of the world of studied
languages are semantic groups of the concept of "family"
with the meaning of "good", "teaching", "parents", "rela-
tives", "kind", "children”, “children", "love", "home",
""compassion”, "marriage".

1. Good, teaching.

CiM’s1 — 1le Te TIepBUHHE CEPEAOBUILE, JIC JIFOINHA TTOBUH-
Ha BYUTHUCS TBOPUTH 106pO. (B.O. Cyxomauncokuii)

My Mom has taught me to be proud of who | am,
And to never be afraid to be a ham.
My Dad has taught me to be confident,
And do everything | can to the best extent.
My Sister has taught me to be sweet,
And that being with your family and friends is the best
treat.
(Nicole C. Anderson « Who | Am Today!»)
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2. Parents, relatives
"BaTbka KiHMKajla TaTOM, MaTip — Mamoro. JlroOuma e
pobutH 6e3ynuHHO".
(V. Camuyx "Mapis™)

"TIpoctn mene! S xapanack Becb Bik B uyxkiit xari... [Ipo-
CTH MeHe, Miif cuHOuKy! f... s1 TBOS MaTH'".
(T.I". Llesuenxo " Haiimuuxa")

Grandmas are beams of sunshine built into a hug

That leaves a smile on your face and love within you
heart

Grandpas are the wise ole ones that are cuddly as a bear

Who always have a neat new trick and story yet to share

Then there's aunts and uncles, who let us play around

Who we can share our wishes with and still wrestle to the
ground

Sisters are our best of friends even when the times are
tough

They're there to hold each ther's hand and be each other's
rock

Brothers often feel the same though it can be too soft to
hear

But underneath the silent bond, the love runs strong and
clear

And all the above can come in more than one, even more
than a pair of two

There's cousins, 'greats’, 'in-laws', 'steps’, nieces, nephews,
and even pets

That warm our hearts and give us joy

Making treasured memories that last a lifetime through

Still the most important two we cannot leave unsaid

Is the love and life that surrounds around that of a mom
and dad
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For dad is warmth and gentle breezes that stir us in our
soul
Guides us in such qualities of dignity, integrity,
and values we should hold
And in those moments when we reflect on what it all
should mean
Mom is there at the core, the heart of the family
She lights our path with every step we take so we can see
our way
She's really what the roots are made of in our family tree
(Katherine E. Harmon
"The ultimate guide to having a family")
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3. Kind

"Tomy poay He Oyme mepeBOiay, B KOTPOMY OparTs MHu-
JYIOTh 3roay".

(FO. Anoscoxuii " Bepumnuxu')

"CxoIuimch KoJo IepkBu abo Jech B Jici, 00 cTapuH
HE 3HaJja, K KOXalOThCS JITH BOPOKHUX POIIB".

(M. Koyrobuncokuii " Tini 3a6ymux npeoxis")

"[lizHait cBiit kpai ... cebe, Caiit PI/], CBiit Hapos, cBOIO

3eMITI0 — 1 T mobauunin nuisix y skurts. lnsax, Ha skoMmy

HaWTOBHIIIIe pO3KPHIOTHCS TBOI 3Mi0HOCTI. Tu macu fiomy

MPOJIOBXKEHHSI, BTOPYBABIIM CTEXHHY, I3 Ti€l CTEKHHU

Byxe pymiwian y sKUTTsA TBOI Hamaaku. I To kox Oyzern
"

™",
(I". Crosopooa)

"No one is ever born into this world alone, but the Lord
connected us to someone's family tree.

Everyone has shared the bond of family whose name
always has a history".
(Erica C. McClendon "These Are The Ties That Bond")
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4. Children
T'oytoBHMIA 3MICT i M€Ta CIMEMHOIO >KMTTS — BHXOBAHHS
TTEMN.
(Bacunv CyxomnuncoKuii)

"[Io Becims, TOHIO MOs?
A e x TBOsI mapa?
Jle cBiTWIIKH 3 APYKEHbKAMH.
Crapoctn, 6osipe?
B MockoBuHi, J0HIO MOst!
Iam x iX mykaru,
Ta He Kaxxu TOOPHUM JTFOJISIM,
1o € B Tebe maTu".
(T.I". Ulesuenxo "Kamepuna")

It is not flesh and blood but the heart which makes us
fathers and sons.
(Johann Schiller)
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5. Love

"HarpaauB #0ro >XiHKOIO A00pPOI0, pOOOTSIION, Xa3siii-
KO0 CIyXHSHOIO; 1 1o O0ysno Haywm Hi 3abaxa, 1mo Hi 3a-
nyma, Hacts (Tak 11 3Banu) HOYi HE IMOCTIUThH, YCIOIN CTa-
paeTbest, 0'€ThCs 1 BXKE 3pOOUTH 1 TOCTaHE, YOTO MYKHUKO-
Bl xoTinock. IToBaxas ke 1 BiH T, CKIIBKH MIT, 1 JIFOOUB Ti,
SIK CBOIO IyIIy".

(Ipueopiii Keimka-Ocnog'anenxo "Mapycs')

To all my family and friends,
from whom | hear from
now and then,
Just wanted to say
that I love you
each and everyday.
You fill my heart
with love and laughter
and without that
nothing else matters,
and all the things
that we've been through,
would mean nothing
if I didn't have you.
(Joy Flake "Family And Friends")
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6. Home
"ba, B Tebe noma! Tam sxe He MockBa.
Takoro TyT i 3pojly He YyBalld, —
cmiBatd 1o rasx!.. "
(VIeca Vkpainka "bospuna')

"Show me a man or a woman alone and I'll show you a
saint. Give me two and they'll fall in love. Give me three
and they'll invent the charming thing we call 'society'.
Give me four and they'll build a pyramid. Give me five
and they'll make one an outcast. Give me six and they'll
reinvent prejudice. Give me seven and in seven years
they'll reinvent warfare. Man may have been made in the
image of God, but human society was made in the image
of His opposite number, and is always trying to get back
home".

(Stephen King "The Stand™)
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7. Compassion
"3abynpMo, XTO KoMy BUHEH. OOMUIMO Iy Bij 37100U i B R H R PR, TR, e F T L
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(B. bapra ")Kosmuii knsazv")

The typical view of the family includes several closely
related but distinct myths about the family, myths bound
up with nostalgic memory, selective perception, and cul-
tural values concerning what is correct, typical, and true
about the family.

Comparison between different national conceptosphere
allows to reveal a national identity of conceptualization of
similar phenomena consciousness of different nations, to
identify non-equivalent concepts and the lack of the con-
cept at all.

KL S —Fh 0 f7, FENFR SRR In this article we have considered only the universal
FEFGE SN EERE., FEOINREGRES R semantic groups of the concept of "family" in Chinese,

. o 1 i N English and Ukrainian languages. But there are individual
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"Family is,

never turning our back, and never shames,

lend my helping hand and not a finger pointing the blame.

No matter what, a family bond can never be broken,

even through a nuclear explosion,

if one of us lives we all live.

Forever to eternity, we are family,

my father, my mother, my sisters and me".
(Antony-Tyrone Smith **The power of family')
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Poikknnaa A.A. CeMaHTHYeCKHE rpynmnbl KOHIENTA KCEMbS» B KI/ITaﬁCKOM, AHTJIMHCKOM H YKPanHCKOM fI3bIKaX
AHHOTaANMSI. HaHO OIPECACICHUE CIIOBY CEMBbH. PaCCMOTpeHbI TIOHATHUA UCXOAHBIX U NIEPBUYHBIX KOHIECIITOB. ITokazana 3HAYUMOCTH
KIIFOYEBBIX KOHIIENITOB KYJIbTYPBHI. BrisaBieHs! YHUBEPCATIBHBIE CEMAHTUYECKUE I'PYIIBI KOHIENITA «CEMbBA» B KHTaﬁCKOM, AHTJIH-
CKOM U YKPAWHCKOM A3BbIKaX.

Knroueswie cnosa: cemos, KOoHYyenm, Kjlio4esble KOHYenmaol, cemManmudecKue cpynnol
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