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with blogs and their recommendations what platform to 

use and what subjects to discuss.  

It is vital to clarify that blogging does not substitute for 

the grammar, writing, listening and speaking lessons in 

class or the self-study tasks regarding grammar and vo-

cabulary learning. The use of the blog is an additional ac-

tivity and its function is to perfect the language skills not 

to form them. Used wisely blogs can contribute to EFL 

teaching, positively influence students’ concentration and 

interest in language learning. 
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Бойкова К.Д. Стимулирование самостоятельной работы студентов путем использования блога в обучении  

английскому языку 

Аннотация. Статья фокусируется на использовании блогов в качестве образовательного инструмента, который может сти-

мулировать активное усвоение знаний на занятиях по английскому языку на Факультете математики и информатики при 

Пловдивском университете им. Паисия Хилендарского. С помощью блогов студенты могут воздействовать друг на друга, 

улучшать свою самоинициативу, письменные умения, умение проводить исследование и умение управлять временем. Блоги 

обладают бесспорными преимуществами и могут быть очень полезны для студентов, находящихся на начальном этапе вла-

дения английским языком, которые не уверены в своих языковых компетенциях, а также могут стимулировать креативность 

и помочь замкнутым и неуверенным студентам участвовать активно на занятиях по иностранному языку. Включение блогов 

в часы самоподготовки обеспечивает преимущества как активных, так и интерактивных методов обучения. С одной сторо-

ны, студенты совершенствуют разнообразные языковые компетенции, не просто слушая, а участвуя в процессе обучения и 

применения усвоенного. С другой стороны, благодаря возможности работать в спокойной обстановке, в подходящее для 

них время, студенты могут проявить бóльшую сосредоточенность и внимание к тому, что они пишут, зная, что их товарищи 

по учебе будут читать эти публикации, и могут рассчитывать на обратную связь со стороны преподавателя и других студен-

тов.  

Ключевые слова: блог, самоподготовка, активное усвоение, обучение английскому языку 
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Abstract. Main peculiarities of vocational education in Western Europe countries are described. The author presents the practical 

features of vocational teacher’s training in Germany, France and Great Britain. Professional education in any country is inextricably 

linked to its cultural traditions, socio-economic and political situation. At the end of the 20th century in each of the countries of 

Western Europe the national education system was formed, represented by a set of different structural units (types and levels of edu-

cationаl establishments). Among the different concepts and views on education of teachers there are two approaches: academic and 
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The current system of professional education is influ-

enced by the period of the change of the entire system of 

higher education in the country. In the pre-reform phase 

the system of vocational education in universities was to 

train professionals with a specific set of professionally 

significant qualities that meet the demands of the future 

workplace of a graduate. Training generally was seen as a 

process of preparing the specialists with pre-specified 

properties. 

Today such a scheme of training can not work effec-

tively as market relations do not always guarantee em-

ployment by specialization, received in an educational in-

stitution. In addition, the qualifications obtained in higher 

education do not always meet the requirements of the fu-

ture job. This follows from the enigma of economic activ-

ity in today's diversity and professional requirements of 

employers. 

Many Ukrainian and foreign scientists underline the 

great role of becoming real specialists for further peda-

gogical activity (I. Zyazun, K.Levitan, L. Lesohina, 

T.Polyakova, G.Selenko, S.Sysoeva). Different approach-

es to teacher’s training in higher school wee formed 

(I.Babanskyy, T.Illin, P.Pidkasystyy, P.Pidlasyy). 

The formation of European Higher Education area has 

a long twenty years history. The integration process, en-

compassing all sectors of all the countries - members of 
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European Union -actively manifested itself in the direc-

tion of education. Development of combining educational 

trends was fixed both in legal basis of the process, socio-

economic base, and policy of governing bodies. Profes-

sional mobility, which is a part of one of the main princi-

ples of the EU - free movement of people – now is in big 

question. Elimination of inter-state borders means three 

obstacles for professional exchange among countries: 

1. Obtaining authorization to start work in the host coun-

try. 

2. National restrictions on professional activities (prefer-

ence in employment to citizens of their country). 

3. The differences in national requirements for profes-

sional qualifications and competencies [5] 

Models of vocational education in Western Europe, 

which have developed at this time, have historical roots 

that reach far into the past. Professional education in any 

country is inextricably linked to its cultural traditions, so-

cio-economic and political situation. Thus, for continuing 

professional activities in another country, you have to cer-

tify it by the qualification criteria for evaluation. The in-

tegration process required the creation of a unified system 

of vocational assessment tools to enhance mobility of 

specialists in the European labor market. 

In the history of Western social and cultural space sev-

eral paradigms of education have changed. At the end of 

the 20th century in each of the countries of Western Eu-

rope the national education system was formed, repre-

sented by a set of different structural units (types and lev-

els of education). 

In Western Europe, you can choose a future teacher 

profession only after receiving the highest overall three-

year basic education (France, UK) or after graduating 

from high school or equivalent education (Germany). As 

acknowledged by most scholars the certificate of graduat-

ing from high school (Germany), a diploma from the three 

basic university course (UK, France) is not the indicator 

of the presence of some abilities for studying at pedagogi-

cal universities. This decision is the result of the research 

conducted by the Union of German universities in 1987 

among German teachers. As a result of the research scien-

tists had extracted a number of skills that form the basis 

of the general culture of the student, which is of particular 

relevance in obtaining teaching profession. Modern socie-

ty needs professional pedagogical specialists who could 

carry on related knowledge and "even distant from each 

scientific field ". [7, p.37] 

According to German scientists, in addition to a special 

talent, desire for success in learning, interest in it, the fu-

ture teacher must possess the following qualities that are 

personal factors, partly laid down by nature and partly ac-

quired during socialization: a thorough knowledge of 

basic working techniques, the ability to teach and express 

their views correctly, the ability to write presentation, 

positive motivation in learning, the ability to criticize 

oneself, willingness to break free from habitual thinking 

and go his own way, a sense of teamwork. 

On the basis of personal characteristics in the general 

education it is necessary to acquire serious base of com-

mon knowledge required for further teaching, which in-

cludes: knowledge of the dates of major events in Euro-

pean history, knowledge of two foreign languages, 

knowledge of the history of European literature, European 

art history, important periods of European music and the 

basic characteristics of musical styles, knowledge of na-

tional and alternative systems of education, basic peda-

gogical theories of past and present, basic knowledge of 

evolutionary and genetic biology, theoretical physics, 

knowledge of at least 20 chemical elements and their 

atomic structure, knowledge of synthetic elements, the 

history of religion, basic functions of healthy and sick 

bodies [4, p.201-202]. 

This list is the basis of knowledge of the subjects of the 

canon of high school in Germany, public university 

course of study in France and the UK, it is extremely nec-

essary for modern educator, whose profession requires 

high activity of his abilities, knowledge, and skills in a 

situation that is rapidly changing.  

German Union of Universities compiled a list of the 

main characteristics required for those who are going to 

get a teaching degree. Among them there are the follow-

ing: the willingness and ability to communicate with peo-

ple, willingness and ability to deal with other people not 

bothering them, the willingness and ability to help people 

regarded as part of professional activities, special voice 

talent during the transfer of knowledge, depending on the 

circumstances, the ability and willingness to work without 

time frame, the ability and willingness to control their 

feelings in difficult conflict situations. This list of person-

ality traits of future teachers suggests that teaching pro-

fession should be got by people endowed with great pow-

er [4, p.201-202]. 

Among the different concepts and views on education 

of teachers there are two approaches: academic and peda-

gogical. The first focuses on strengthening of the general 

education of future teachers on the basis of their own 

needs, and the second - the expansion and deepening of 

vocational and educational training, its practical orienta-

tion, attachment to school curricula and plans. 

At this stage clearly traced the trend of humanization 

of teacher education - the number of hours for pedagogi-

cal disciplines and expanding the range of social science 

subjects, indicating the positivism of changes in the con-

tent of training compared to the previous period when the 

study of these sciences was at the second plan. 

Comprehensive program had to broaden the horizons 

of a future teacher. In this regard, system of elective 

courses widespread: World Civilization, Religion, peoples 

of the world and their culture, science, media in society, 

modern science: achievements and problems of world cul-

ture, contemporary art, foreign languages, etc. that en-

hances the general outlook and raises the level of culture 

of the future teacher. Intellectual development of future 

teachers has become an important teaching goal not only 

in secondary, but also special education. Among the elec-

tive courses we can identify foreign languages, theater, 

teaching English as a foreign language, medicine, educa-

tion of16-19 year olds, games, education in Europe [3]. 

In this period the introduction of new courses marked, 

thus reflecting advances in science, technology and cul-

ture. Among the new subjects there were ecology, tech-

nology, art and design, computer literacy, design and 

technology, business, art, creativity, earth science, infor-

mation technology, communication arts [2]. 

It should be noted that this general feature is hiding a 

large number of variants of the curriculum in different 
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schools with specific for each of these options axiological 

priorities. The differences are observed in the distribution 

of hours, in the basic course, in methods of examination 

and assessment of students knowledge. 

During education students receive vocational and edu-

cational training, i.e. learning didactics (in English 

sources “methods of teaching” or “learning theory”) and 

psychology. Primary school teachers study the unit of so-

cial science subjects taught in elementary school. During 

the second year of study additional elective courses in-

cluded. During the third year students write a thesis (eight 

thousand words). After receiving degrees one year is giv-

en for obtaining the degree of "professional competence". 

Throughout the study period the teaching practice is man-

datory, which is of different character in each stage. 

Compulsory component of training teachers is psycho-

pedagogical training. The emphasis is on practical appli-

cation of knowledge in these subjects. The required level 

of training achieved by upgrading the content of theoreti-

cal courses in pedagogy, psychology, special organization 

of classes and teaching practices that can be used in a va-

riety of complex forms and teaching methods that stimu-

late cognitive activity of students, as well as simulating 

the structure, content and technology diagnostic study of 

schoolchildren. “This work has provided the integrity of 

the psycho- pedagogical training of future teachers, be-

cause in the process of studying the diagnosis of signifi-

cant changes occurred in students themselves: on an in-

terdisciplinary basis specific theoretical knowledge of 

pedagogy systematized, more active became the for-

mation of a large group of professional skill, actions and 

operations, which not only provide further diagnostic effi-

ciency activities, but also focused on the development of 

general pedagogical skills of the specialist, pedagogical 

thinking of students was formed, and on this basis their 

professional reflection grew, which contributed to the es-

tablishment of a personal credo of future teachers “. [6, 

p.57] 

Thus, on the basis of the analysis we can say that the 

factor which unites national system of teacher training, 

teacher education is a difference from other sectors of vo-

cational education. It is shown in direct communication 

with a large number of scientific disciplines (language 

and literature, mathematics, biology, physics, etc.), which 

creates favorable conditions for the integration of differ-

ent disciplines within higher education. At the same time 

it provides a solution to the actual problem of achieving 

meaningful harmonious balance between different com-

ponents of the curriculum of teacher education. Practical-

ly, in all models of teacher training, we had examined, the 

structure of curriculum combines two units: substantive 

and professional. Substantive unit is the study of general 

and special subjects. Professional unit is the general ped-

agogical disciplines, methodology and teaching practice. 

One must take into account the variability of real substan-

tive content of these components, with the lack of com-

mon terminology used in all cultural contexts. 

A notable trend in the last decade in the development 

of European teacher education is increasing of its profes-

sional orientation. This is reflected in the increase of the 

share of educational courses and practice in the curricu-

lum, as well as closely related teacher training program of 

research in education. The unit of professional training 

aimed at mastering the theory and practice of future pro-

fessions and includes classroom knowledge in general ed-

ucational subjects, didactics, and methodology and prac-

tice periods. 

Since the adoption of the Bologna Declaration the most 

important task of all sectors of higher education is to up-

date the content of education and the movement to Euro-

pean educational standards. In the countries we are con-

sidering setting of goals and objectives of teacher training 

is in the competence of state bodies responsible for na-

tional education, defining general standards within which 

educational institutions are developing their own curricu-

la. 

Considering the problem of structuring the content and 

curriculum of teacher training, it is necessary to differen-

tiate several key aspects common to Western European 

Education. 

First of all, this is a close relationship between the 

standards of teacher training and school educational 

standards, as in most European countries in the system of 

pedagogical education students study to teach particular 

subjects. 

The traditional curriculum content of preparation of 

teachers does not include the study of subjects very im-

portant for teachers of modern society. Among them there 

are information and communication technology, interdis-

ciplinary approach to teaching, gender education, multi-

culturalism, communication methods. And if in the field 

of ICT in teacher education there is some progress, other 

aspects have not yet found a proper reflection in teacher 

training programs. [1, p.77] 

In conclusion, we note that at present time in Germany, 

France, Britain and other Western countries some at-

tempts to change the curricular content of basic modules 

of teacher education are made. Unlike traditional systems, 

based on the construction of the curriculum and individual 

courses it is not always possible to maintain the logic of 

the learning process, the new architecture provides opti-

mization of educational programs. Within the modules 

developed by interdisciplinary interaction of different dis-

ciplines there are combined theoretical and practical as-

pects of the subjects studied, modified assessment tech-

niques, transforming in control of acquired competencies. 

Among the important features of national vocational ped-

agogical education is the importance of appropriate level 

of competence of future specialists. 

 

REFERENCES 

1. Der Lehrerberuf in Europa: Profil, Tendenzen und Anliegen [ 

text ]: [Bericht I. Ausbildung der Lehrer fur den allgemeinbil-

denden Sekundarbereich I und MaBnahmen fur den Ubergang in 

das Berufsleben]. - Brussel: Eurydice, 2002. – 187 p.] 

2. Guide for Applicants. Course Entry. Linneys ESL LTD, 2008. 

– 157 p. 

3. Guide for Applicants. 2010 course entry, Universities and col-

leges Admissions Service. – 1997. – 160 p. 

4. Lenzen D. Orientierung. Erziehungs - wissenschsft: Was sie 

kann was sie will / Hamburg, 2003, 224 p. 200-201. 

5. Pertek Jacques. La reconnaissance des diplomes en Europe, 

Presses Universitaires de France, Paris, 1999. – 125 p 

12



Science and Education a New Dimension. Pedagogy and Psychology, I(7), Issue: 14, 2013  www.seanewdim.com 

6. Sabirov D.R. Modern Trends and Status of development of 

professional pedagogical education system in England (1979-

1997) – Kazan, 1998 - 212 p. 

7. Teacher education in the classroom / Ed.By Ashton P., Hen-

derson E., Lnd, 1989. – 143 p. 

 

Чепурна М.В. Некоторые аспекты подготовки учителей в странах Западной Европы. 

Аннотация. В статье описываются основные особенности формирования системы подготовки учителей в странах Западной 

Европы. Подчеркивается, что к концу ХХ столетия в каждой из стран сформировались разные типы и уровни 

педагогических учебных заведений. Анализируются основные требования к будущим профессионалам, рассматриваются 

варианты построения учебного процесса, выделяются общие тенденции в подготовке учителей. 

Ключевые слова. Система профессионального обучения, профессиональная мобильность, педагогическая активность, 

программа обучения будущих учителей. 
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Abstract. The article deals with the problem of the definition of a notion “motivation” as a general scientific concept. The problem 

of motivation in the current stage of scientific development is interdisciplinary in nature: it is regarded in psychology, pedagogy, so-

ciology, philosophy, history, biology, management theory and others. In modern science there are from fifty to two hundred theories 

of motivation, which reflect different views on such things as a need, a motive, motivation, interests, inclinations, purposes. Nowa-

days in the psychology of motivation there is a sustained statement that approaches to the study of motivation complement each other 

and thus can be combined. This takes into account that all the possible conflicts between them can be eliminated, paying attention to 

the study of special conditions under which one or the other principle regulates an activity. There are two approaches to the definition 

of “motivation”. The first approach considers motivation as a combination of factors and motives, this concept can include all kinds 

of inspirations: motives, needs, interests, aspirations, goals, desires, and ideals. The followers of the second approach determine mo-

tivation as not a static but dynamic concept, as a process, a mechanism. In terms of tasks solved in our present study, we support the 

view of the proponents of the first approach to the issue in question, namely the primary school teachers’ motivation can be regarded 

as a hierarchical system of motives which impel them to the active teaching and learning activities, personal and professional self-

improvement. As for the formation of motivation it is a prolonged process connected with a personality’s development as a whole. 

Forming the motivation you need to take into account the internal needs of a person rather than situational needs. Some scholars offer 

a method of the formation of motivation, which holds in several stages: motivation updating, formation of goals and intentions, im-

plementation of intentions and post-realization. 

Keywords: a primary school teacher, motivation, a motive, a hierarchical system of motives, needs, interests, goals. 

 

Social, economic, political and moral transformations in 

Ukraine demonstrate that their effective implementation 

requires the improvement of theoretical and practical 

training of highly qualified specialists. In this regard, the 

search of internal resources of improvement of the effec-

tiveness of future primary school teachers’ educational 

and professional activities is of particular importance. 

These internal sources of a person’s activity in the process 

of acquiring knowledge and skills necessary for further 

education, self-education, future career and professional 

self-development are motives, needs, interests, aspira-

tions, attitude to learning. Education optimization in the 

system of higher education involves the purposeful for-

mation of positive attitude to acquiring knowledge of 

young people. Learning, as any conscious activity, is a 

consequence of people’s aspirations realization to meet 

their needs. During the process of training, future teachers 

are not only objects of influence, but also process owners 

who are encouraged by the available educational, profes-

sional interests and other motives. In other words, motiva-

tion of a future primary school teacher’s personality is a 

fundamental component of their commitment to educa-

tional and professional activities. 

Even a highly skilled teacher will not reach the desired 

result in the professional activity if his or her efforts are 

not coordinated with the motivational function of the pro-

cess of this activity. The successful solution to the prob-

lem of motivation has a significant impact on the quality 

of future teachers’ training. Therefore, the research of the 

motivational sphere of a personality as a factor of the ed-

ucational professional activity effectiveness is one of the 

most topical scientific challenges. 

Scientific study of the causes of human activity, its de-

termination was initiated by the great thinkers of antiqui-

ty, such as Aristotle, Heraclitus, Democritus, Lucretius, 

Plato and Socrates. The materialists of late 18th century 

E. Condillac, P. Holbach, K. Helvetius paid particular at-

tention to the needs as the main sources of human activi-

ty. In the 20s of XX century it was appeared the theories 

of motivation that relate only to a person (K. Lewin, 

G. Allport, M. Lange, N. Vaytonis). As an independent 

scientific problem the question of motivation, motives and 

needs has been discussed in psychology and pedagogy 

relatively recently – in the first quarter of the XX century. 

Since then, a number of different views on the nature of 

motivation have appeared – from the purely biological to 

the socio-economic and philosophical. 
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