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Abstract. The article reveals the approaches of Ukrainian researchers to the definition of the notion "giftedness". According to the
Law of Ukraine "On Basic Foundations of State Support of Gifted Children and Youth in Ukraine" gifted is referred to a child under
the age of 16, who is the winner of the city, regional, national or international Olympiads, contests or competitions, and has an offi-
cial written confirmation of such victory. Also a child can be considered gifted if he is awarded a gold medal for excellent achieve-
ments during his/her study in general secondary school; a child who took part in at least three all-Ukrainian or international Olympi-
ads, contests or competitions, and has an official confirmation of such participation. It is emphasized that the definition of the notion
"giftedness" given by Ukrainian researchers differs significantly from the definition given in the legal document, because it covers
different aspects of this notion. It is enclosed that the main approaches to the definition of the investigated notion in the native peda-
gogical discourse in modern conditions are qualitative and quantitative.
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Introduction. Today in conditions of increasing competi-
tiveness of national education the development of intel-
lectual and creative potential of citizens is very important
for economic well-being of the country. In Ukraine one of
the issues of state education policy is support of gifted
schoolchildren, the necessity of which is proved in Laws
of Ukraine "On Basic Foundations of State Support of
Gifted Children and Youth in Ukraine™ "On Education™,
"On Higher Education", "On Pre-School Education”, "On
General Secondary Education”, "On Out-of-School Edu-
cation™ and other legal acts.

The Law "On Basic Foundations of State Support of
Gifted Children and Youth in Ukraine" is aimed at creat-
ing favorable conditions for active development of chil-
dren’s talents, their intellectual and physical abilities. It is
emphasized that this law guarantees gifted children and
youth possibilities for intellectual, cultural, spiritual, so-
cial and economic development in the country [5].

Taking into consideration the importance of the problem
different aspects of gifted and talented education in Ukraine
and abroad have become the issue of special interest of
such native scientists as O. Antonova, O. Bevz, A. Bida,
O. Bocharova, O. Burov, M. Galchenko, Yu. Gotsulyak,
Yu. Hryshchuk, N. Drobotenko, V. Kamyshyn, M. Mileni-
na, L.Popova, A.Sbruieva, B. Stryghalkovska, P. Tade-
yev, N. Telychko, V. Volyk, I. Voloshchuk, S.Yermakov
and others.

The purpose of this article is to reveal the approaches
of Ukrainian researchers to the definition of the notion
"giftedness".

Results and their discussion. According to the Law
"On Basic Foundations of State Support of Gifted Chil-
dren and Youth in Ukraine" the gifted child is a "child
under the age of 16, who is the winner of the city, region-
al, national or international Olympiads, contests or com-
petitions, and has an official written confirmation of such
victory. Also a child can be considered gifted if he is
awarded a gold medal for excellent achievements during
his/her study in general secondary school; a child who
took part in at least three all-Ukrainian or international
Olympiads, contests or competitions, and has an official
confirmation of such participation [5]. It should be noted
that vision of giftedness of Ukrainian researchers some-
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what differs from the definition given in the law, because
usually it covers different aspects.

For example, a native researcher O. Antonova explains
giftedness as an individual potential originality of innate
(qualities), social (appropriate educational space) and
personal (positive "I"-concept, appropriate volitional
qualities, focus, persistence, etc.) prerequisites for the
development of individual abilities to the level above "av-
erage", owing to which he/she can achieve significant
success in a certain area of activity [2].

The researcher has carried out a comparative analysis
of approaches to teaching gifted children and youth in the
developed world and the post-soviet countries. She identi-
fied the main strategies for teaching gifted children ac-
cording to two main approaches: quantitative (“speed-up
strategy”, "strategy of intensification™) and qualitative
("strategy of enrichment™). O. Antonova classified special
education programs for gifted children: enhancing, cor-
recting, compensating models that focus on the strengths
or weaknesses of the individual, or reinforce strong to
compensate for the weak [2].

O. Antonova developed the model of giftedness based
on the theory of abilities formulated by native researchers,
which indicates the existence of anatomical, physiological
and functional characteristics of a person (inclinations),
which creates prerequisites for the development of indi-
vidual psychological characteristics, which distinguish
one person from another (abilities), the development and
improvement of which takes place in the process of pur-
poseful activities. The developer of the model has taken
into account the main provisions of sociogene approach
regarding the role of environment, society in the for-
mation of outstanding ability; basic ideas of physiological
approach concerning specifics, structure and functioning
of the central nervous system; axiological approach, ac-
cording to which giftedness is determined by the mean-
ings of the individual consciousness. Important is also
acmeological approach aimed at study of a personality as
a holistic phenomenon in its essential unity of the parties
(individual, personality, identity); orientation on constant
self-development and self-improvement, motivation for
high achievement, pursuit of high performance, success in
life; creative human activity at all stages of continuous
education, the creation of necessary conditions for the
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realization of creative potential. The author considers
appropriate to use synergetic approach, according to
which there is a certain self-organization of creativity in
the society, which determines its need and creates social
niches for people of different levels of creativity [1].

Other Ukrainian researchers — O. Burov and V. Ka-
myshyn — emphasize that giftedness as a phenomenon is
manifested in a particular area of activity or in a number
of areas in the form of successful activity. Like the previ-
ous author they prove that achievement of certain results
that can be measured in qualitative degree (as a rule), or
quantitative (indicators of direct activity or performance
of special diagnostic tests). In the latter case there is a
necessity to have general results of evaluation of such an
activity for all children, as well as a quantitative measure
of its performance of a particular child [3].

There is a great number of definitions of the notion
"giftedness™ in Ukrainian pedagogical discourse. Gifted-
ness is considered to be a qualitatively special combina-
tion of abilities. Giftedness is also a set of common abili-
ties that result in broad possibilities of a person, level and
originality of his/her work. On the other hand, giftedness
is an intellectual potential, a holistic individual character-
istic of cognitive abilities for learning. In addition to the
above mentioned, giftedness is a combination of inclina-
tions, characteristic of the degree of expression and origi-
nality of natural preconditions of abilities. Sometimes
giftedness is associated with internal conditions for out-
standing achievements in some sphere. Giftedness is con-
sidered as a high level of development of personal abili-
ties that allows the person to achieve special success in a
particular activity. Giftedness is a talent to specific activi-
ties and unique creative abilities. Giftedness is a high lev-
el of intellectual and academic abilities.

In I. Voloshchuk opinion, the term "giftedness” means
that pupils have unusual abilities to learn independently
and to think abstractly and independently. Giftedness is
not discrete but continuing phenomenon, it cannot be said
whether it exists or not, because everyone is gifted to a
definite degree. Today it is also assumed that the degree
of talent is the result of work of the person, owing to
which something new is created or opportunities are open
for easier reaching something that was done before with
greater expenditure of time or energy [4].

The researcher outlines the following signs of giftedness:
1. Curiosity, a thirst for knowledge.

2. Intellectual activity.

3. The desire to learn, to explore the world; manifestation
of persistence.

4. Hypersensitivity to the problems, the ability to see the-
se problems where others do not see them.

5. Cognitive independence, constant immersion in the
problem.

6. Preference to divergent, unusual, informal tasks with
numerous variants of answers.

7. The flexibility and productivity of thinking.

8. Building associations easily, metaphoric thinking.

9. The ability to predict events.

10. High concentration.

11. Excellent memory.

12. A large amount of knowledge.

13. The ability to systematize the experience.

14. The criticality of thinking.

15. Sustainability and awareness of the interests.

16. Broad interests.

17. Perfectionism — the pursuit of excellence; dissatisfaction.

18. Social autonomy — independence from the opinions of
others.

19. Cognitive egocentrism (“everyone should be as curi-
ous as I am").

20. Tolerance for others' drawbacks.

21. Management and organization of group activities; the
desire for leadership in young age; when a person gets
older he/she prefers to be a "free artist".

22. Competitiveness.

23. The ability to be at the right time in the right place
(good luck comes to those, who is ready).

24. Sense of humour [4].

In her turn I. Karabayeva lists signs of giftedness, fo-
cusing at intellectual giftedness, namely:

— sharpness of thinking;

— skills of observation;

— versatile curiosity;

— ability to express his/her opinion;

— knowledge of what his peers are not aware;

— exceptional ability to solve problem situations;

— fast mastering of basic concepts;

— easy memorization and retention of information [6].

It is common knowledge that identification of gifted
children, who have certain abilities, is a complex prob-
lem. In the psychological literature there are two ap-
proaches to solve it. The first is based on the common
system of assessment and provides the use of the tests.
However, the limitations of this method are reasonably
covered in studies by many researchers. Therefore, most
researchers and practitioners
use an integrated approach to the identification of gifted-
ness that is based on methodology. I. Karabayeva de-
scribes methods of evaluation of intellectual sphere of the
children of preschool age:

— direct observation;

— informal observation;

— individual interviews, questionnaires;

— tests using survey;

— standard intelligence tests;

— sociometric tests;

— recording of live events;

— journals with written fixation of conduct, statements;

— records of examples;

— records of activity [6].

In academic publications on the issue of gifted children
the criterion of measuring giftedness is its comparison
with other children or average level of pupils, but it is not
always formalized, what should be understood by average
values. O. Burov and V. Kamyshyn argue that this defini-
tion requires clarification, which depends on the number
of tested, i.e., the group, in relation to which the question
of talent of a particular child is set. The assessment should
be carried out in relation to the following groups: age;
ethnic (regional); gender; professional (specific institu-
tions, for example, mathematical lyceum). These simpli-
fied criteria can be used to obtain quantitative degree of
talent of the child. The researchers stress that quantitative
evaluation should be based on creating and using a data-
base of assessments of successful activity of a sufficiently
large number of children of particular age or professional-
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ly oriented (social, gender and so on) group. In this case

assessment of giftedness of the individual child or group

of children can be used to individualize their training and
education. The authors draw to the conclusion that:

1) assessment of giftedness should be a systematic assess-
ment of the child's development;

2) evaluation of a gifted child should be based on quanti-
tative assessments of an average level of development
of psycho-physiological, academic, social and other in-
dicators of a relevant groups;

3) the level of child’s giftedness can be calculated as the
capacity of development of his/her separate and general
qualities;

4) the relationship of individual and average group values
of the individual and general indicators allows to esti-
mate the general and special giftedness of a child [3].
On measuring giftedness using non-experimental

methods of research insists |. Karabayeva. Among the

non-experimental methods the author names:

1) personal characteristics of preschool children. Observa-
tions in different types of activity, surveys of parents
and teachers, interview with the child;

2) intellectual sphere;

3) observations in classroom, questioning parents and
teachers, interview with a child;

4) psychological factors affecting manifestations of gift-
edness;

5) observations in different activities, surveys of parents
and teachers, conversation with a child, talk with
his/her pediatrician;

6) study of the influence of community (the type of family
and social education);

7) observations for the work of teachers organizing differ-
ent activities, surveys of parents and teachers, interview
with a child [6].

Many native researchers study gifted education in for-
eign countries, especially in the USA and Great Britain.
The research devoted to the study of gifted children in the
United States was implemented by N. Telichko. The author
analyzed the organization of education of gifted junior
schoolchildren in the USA, focusing on the theories of in-
telligence as basic theoretical and practical approaches to
identifying gifted and talented pupils based on the index
1Q. It is established that absence of clear psychological-
pedagogical definition of the concept "giftedness" and un-
derstanding of its content has led to socio-economic orien-

tation of its interpretation, which reflected somehow in
recent decades in state education policy of the USA con-
cerning gifted and talented. Accordingly, the scope and
content of work with this category of pupils using special
educational programs was determined by the amount of
funds allocated by the government for their implementa-
tion. Among the main directions of implementation of the
educational policy of the United States concerning the
training of gifted elementary school pupils, the researcher
highlights the transformation of children and youth educa-
tion in the status of American civil religion for the educa-
tion of each next generation of citizens makes them not
only self-confident, but also creative, ready for continuous
self-education and self-development [8].

Famous Ukrainian researcher A. Sbruieva in the article
"Gifted and talented education: organizational founda-
tions and trends in the development of international coop-
eration™ characterizes the activities of international organiza-
tions in the field of gifted and talented education and trends
of international cooperation in this sphere. She analyzes eco-
nomic, social-political, academic factors that actualize the
problem, the mission and the main activities of the leading
international organizations, primarily European Council for
High Ability and the World Council for Gifted and Talented
Children. Among the activities the author names confer-
ences, professional education programs, research journal,
newsletters, courses, summer schools, professional awards,
international das/weeks/years etc. The researcher emphasizes
that international cooperation in the field of gifted and talent-
ed education has multi-level, multi-disciplinary and multi-
subject character [7].

The conclusions. Thus, the results of the analysis of the
native research works on the problem of giftedness show that
there is a number of definitions of the investigated notion.
Some authors consider giftedness to be a qualitatively spe-
cial combination of abilities and other ones define gifted-
ness as a set of common abilities that result in broad pos-
sibilities of a person, level and originality of his/her work.
Great attention of the native researchers is paid to measuring
giftedness using qualitative and quantitative approaches.

Taking into account the fact that the article has covered
one aspect of the problem of giftedness the objectives for
further research can be the study of views of foreign re-
searchers on the problem of giftedness, the theories of gift-
edness in native and foreign pedagogical and psychological
literature.
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Boiiuenko M.A. ITonsiTHe "0qapéHHOCTH'" B YKPAMHCKOM IeIarornyeckoM JAUCKypce

AHHOTanms. B cTaTtbe pacKphITH TOJXObI YKPAMHCKUX YYEHBIX K ONpeeNeHnIo NoHATHS "ofapEéHHOCTE". B cooTBeTcTBHU C 3aKo-
HOM Ykpauss! "[Ipo 0cHOBHBIE IPHUHLIUIIBI TOCYIAPCTBEHHON MOJAEPKKH OJapEHHBIX AeTel U MOJIOAEKH Ha YKpauHe" ogapEHHBIM
cauTaeTcsi peOEHOK 10 16 JeT, KOTOpHIi SABIsIETCA MOOEIUTENIeM TOPOICKHUX, PETHOHAIBHBIX, HALIMOHATBHBIX MM MEKIyHApOIHBIX
OJIMMIIHAJI, KOHKYPCOB MJIM COCTSI3aHHMI M MMeeT Oo(HIMaabHOE MHCBMEHHOE MOATBEp)KACHHE Takoi modenpl. PeOEHOK Tarske IO
3aKOHY CUMTACTCSI OJApEHHBIM, €CIIM €T0 HarpaIiiId 30JI0TOH MeIaibio 3a OTIIMYHBIEC YCIIeXH BO BpeMs 0OydeHHs B cpemHed oOe-
o0pa3oBaTeNbHON MIKoIe; PeOEHOK NPHUHSI ydacTHe B 110 MEHbIIEi Mepe TPEX BCEYKPAaMHCKUX WM MEXIYHApOIHBIX OJIMMITHAJAX,
KOHKypCaxX WJIM COCTS3aHUSIX M MMeeT O(QHIHaIbHOE MOATBEp)KACHHE 3TOro ydacTus. [lomuépkHyTo, YTO ONpereneHne MOHSITHS
"onap&HHOCTD" YKPAUHCKMMH yYEHBIMH 3HAUUTEIBHO OTIMYAeTCs OT CHOPMYIHPOBAHHOTO B HOPMATHBHOM JIOKYMEHTE, ITOCKOJIBKY
OXBATHIBAET PA3NUYHbIE ACTIEKTHI JAHHOTO MOHATHUS. BBIACHEHO, YTO OCHOBHBIMH ITOJIXOJaMH K ONPEAEICHUIO UCCIIELyeMOTo MOHS-
TUSI B OTEYECTBEHHOM I1€IarOTMYECKOM AUCKYPCE B COBPEMEHHBIX YCIOBHSX SIBISIOTCS KAUECTBEHHBIN U KOJIHUECTBEHHBIMH.

Knrwouegwie cnosa: ooapénnocmo, 00apénnbiii peb6EHOK, noHamue, nedazo2udeckuil OUCKypc, obyuerue 00apéHHblx oemetl
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